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1. A Harebrained Scheme?

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."

The authors currently serve as co-hoSts of a radio program,

That' s _Living, a ed on 930 CJCA in Edmonton from 2:05 to 3:30 p.m.

every weekday. At the time of the first Living and Learning Expo in

1985,pSychiatriSt Dr. Carl Blashko waS a co-host of the radio

program, and was instrumental in planning. However the first author

of this article takes.primary responsibility for the original idea.

On That's Living, Dr. Pat- -on noted many callers, adults,

soncerned about loneliness concerned about work opportunities,

concerned with simply filling in their time with worthwhile

activities. It occurred to him that in spite of our massive

advertising campaigns, there are large numbers of adults really

unaware of any of the fine opportunities in adult education throughout

northern Alberta. The idea for a cooperative project, involving 930

WCA, the Minister of Advanced Education, and all post-secondary

educational organizations was born.

A meeting was held, with representatives from a number of

universities, colleges, and other educational institutions. Primarily,

however, the invitation list consisted of Dr. P-terson's friends, and

the meeting was quite informal. To our knowledge there had never been

a cooperative venture of this type, sponsored by a private radio

station. Enthusiasm though, was strong. In October of 1985, we opened

our doors to the public at the Convention Centre in Edmonton.



Approximately twenty educational institutions prepared booths, CJCA

provided publicity, the Minister of Advanced Education provided enough

funding so that each.institution could produce a booth on a cost plus

basis. 'The enthusiasm of the public exceeded everybodY's wildest

agination. It was estimated that aPproximately 13,000 to 150000

people- visited our Expo in 1985, and plans were laid for the

following years.

2. Expo itself

it couldn't haVe happened Without the strong support f the

.adult education community. Wally ROmanko of the Northern Alberta

Institute of Technology took charge of tha facilities committee

for the first ExpO, and co-coordinated the second one. Other key

players in the dram- included Dr. Harry Lutser fro- Concordia College,

.Jay Fisher from Westeira Institute, John Fisher and June Morgan from

Advanced Education, Karen Jacob from Grant MacEwan Community College,

Joe Daniel from the University of Alberta, Rick Lewis from =A and

many many'more. Ho ever the guiding light and the person who took

the biggest risk was undoubtedly Bob Lang, Program Director of 930

CJCA. It is absolutely within the bounds of reason to expect that

this thing could have been "a -ajor flop", seriously affecting the

prestige of this popular private media outlet. CJCA publicized the

first Expo,' to the extent of having programs on adult education

every single daythe Monday to Friday prior to the actual event.

The radio station broadcast live from the Expo which was held on a

Sunday, open .from 1:00 p.m. through approximately 7:30 p.m.

.Because it worked, the format was ot changed very much for the

second year. There was entertainment every hour in an auditoriuM



adjacent to the actual Expo. For the first year entertainment was

provided by participating institUtions, the second year we tried to

find separate entertainment, so we were not publicizing some

institutions and not others. Once the success of this endeavor had

become established, there was absolutely no prOblem in putting it

together for the second year. There were fifty three institutions

or agencies with seventy one booths for the second year, in October

1986. The authors believe only one college in Alberta was not

represented the second year, and enthusiast c support was received

from everybody. One small problem, the numbers of people attending

'EXpo did not increase the second year, we estimate that we reached

approximately the same population.

Some changes were made in format though. The sezond year

Jay'Fisher of Westerra handled the publicitV, and it was decided to

have the event sponsored, no- by the radio progra That's Living,

imt the entire radio station, s- spots were heard all day and night.

Other publicity outlets in a more traditional vein, were utilized the

second time. The Minister of Advanced Education was again involved,

but the second year the Department also provided direct assistance,

involving Further EL,cation Councils throughout northern Alberta.

People'came to our Expo. They seemed to have a good time, the

radio statio_ was impressed by the numbers it could become an

annual event.

3. Reaching the Unreached

Did this Expo, co-sponsored by the media, attract people that

otherwise would be unaware.of adult education opportunities? To be

honest we're not sure. At the present time Joe Daniel from the



Registrar's Office o

from forms we receiVed

cha ged their habits

a result of this ende- C

at,

this is a viable

otherwise would have r.ear.

Alberta iS cblIating data

-find out if people really

ravolved in adult education as

understandably believe that

Ns* irgbfaeed reached many people that

ducatioal opportunities. We

have yet to. prove thi 1ips ttlilLs cen become the focus for a

further article.

4. Problem Areas

Were there problems W1tI rrng and Learning Expo in either

or both years? Of cour e ter. The first year, we attempted

to involve every institutioP onthe cio auring That's Living.

This came close to being a Agalter, eta= many rep ese -atives were

actually counting the umb oftimez trtheir institution was mentioned,

compared to others. It becAVA pettrtition. Dr. Carl Blashko

capably served as referQe trkl tO get as many people involved as

possible. The authors of tD;Ohaele hosted shows as best they could,

but the second year we talkecl 4out cOtvcncepts, not institutions, and

everyone was happi

Should you combine prtv eMd IIICEblic post-secondary inStitutions

in an.Expo such as this

policy? These questionS ha yott Joe.e solved. Our policy for the

second Expo was that

Li 5.

ldthe A:xpo operate on a "Buyer Beware"

Of tw eAezsociationS, Edmonton Liaison

ASSO ---ation of Alberta awl goAton Asezsociation for Continuing

Education and Recreation WoL1 Aciteinyted to participate. Later

we added Fu ther Educati.onCcAocils t0 t this invitation list. What

then of private colleges aild aies m not i-mbers of these two
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associations? They were allowed to paticipate, but on a fi

come fir:at serve basis, as ou_ apsee sold out quickly in 1986.

We!re not sure if this is totally fair,,- and we're also not sure

whether including private and public ir-s-titutions is a good idea,

particularly when we are being funded t=by a radio station and the

provincial government, primarily on a rmL profit basis. This will

be a tricky issue for next years' orgarizing committee, if the

Expo continues.

'Entertainment is also a difficult clUestion. There was no

money to pay entertainer- so wewere d5bapendent on volunteer

assistance, making the entertainment p_ rtion of the Expo some

uneven at best. Naturally allof the c=irganizers and participants

were delighted that.people would donat time and effort to this

project, but it will continue tote a E=Eroblem area unless we can

provide a suitable budget to attract ti-m.e exact type of entertainment

we feel necessary.

The e ate many other problems, suc_:11 as CaCA's conti ued

par icipation, right now uncertain ama cm a year to year basis. We

have no permanent guarantee of funding from the provincial government.

If this Expo is so successful in Etmont=on, the question has arisen as

to whether it might be a good idea to 11..ave other Expo's in say Calgar

Lethbridge and Medicine Hat rather th. ri attempting to attract the

public to only one city. Probhms wil continue, but with the quality

of people we have attracted tomir orgemunizing committee's, if the

Expo continues these problemswill be solved.

5.. Research to Follow

- It is hoped that readers d this rmolablication will keep pressure
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On uS to publish research, to find out what' embersof the public

actually believe happened as a result of this extravaganza.

Joe Daniel is responsible, but all of the co-_itten arid

participants in this years Expo are ready to assi t, so We on

publish, so we can know what effect we have had, sowe dark pmvid

a better program for the future. Hopefully' e'll beheard from

again.

6. A Look to the Future

-The authors are willing to continue to contribute to thisidea

as we are sold on the concept. Probably the futureof the Living

and Learning Expo rests Wtth peoole like June Morgn arid JohnFisher

from the Department of Advanced Education, people like Waaly&nanko

and Xaren Jacob,.whO he&ded up key committees thispast. year, people

liXe Bob Lang and Rick Lewis at CJCA, who will decide _hether they

can afford to place time and energies of people frm this media

outlet at the disposal of thiO type of project. In cl_ sing the

article the authors would simply like to thank alithose who

contributed to both years of this Expo, as in most p ijectsia

adult education, the friendships gained from work* together have

made the project very worthwhile regardless of pending research

results. We tried a new idea and frankly we're gLul we did.
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